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Message from our Headteacher  
 
I am really pleased to inform you that during March, 

school were awarded the Move Quality Mark.  Becky Pass 
has led on the Move initiative from the start and has suc-

cessfully trained an increasing number of staff to support 

various pupils with Move across the school.  See our web-
site for more details.  

 
Also, we have been re-certified with the Derbyshire Pre-

venting and Tackling Bullying Award Scheme.  We work 

very hard at school to educate our pupils with all the as-
pects of potential bullying and are very proud to achieve 

this award. 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy 
Easter. 

 

 
 

 

You can also access this newsletter online at www.ashgatecroft.derbyshire.sch.uk.  Our Website will be kept up to 
date as we go through the year so you may wish to look at this on a regular basis to see what is going on at 
school, including an up-to-date list of school staff.  

Staffing  
 
On behalf of everyone at Ashgate, we would like to wish 
the following staff good luck in their ventures:  
 
Staff leavers 
 
James Sheppard - Teacher in Upper 5 
Carla MillanðMidday Support Assistant 
 
Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Cath Henderson who has given birth to a 
beautiful baby girl called Abigail Iris.  
 
Congratulations to Jenny and Chris Dodds who welcomed 
their son into the world.  He is called Leo Frankie and 
weighed a healthy 9lbs 10! 
 
Congratulations to Claire Hobson for completing her NVQ 
Level 3 in Childcare. 
 
Welcome back! 
 
We would like to welcome back Georgia Middlebrook (nee 
Fisher) who returns as Acting Deputy Head following her 
maternity leave. 
 
We would like to welcome back Kylie Stevenson who re-
turns as Class Teacher in Upper 2 following her maternity 
leave. 
 
Ali RodgersðAssistant Head Middle School returns to 
school.  Thank you to Becky Pass who has been Acting As-
sistant Head in Aliôs absence, she will now return to Silver 
Class. 
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Parent, Staff and Friends Association (PSFA)  

 
The PSFAôs Annual General Meeting (AGM) is taking place 

at 10am on Wednesday 10th May.  It is really important 
that we continue to fundraise so that we can provide a 

continuing range of wonderful experiences for the pupils.  

If you would like to attend, please contact the office ðall 
welcome! 

 
Events for the year:  
¶ A sponsored swim 

¶ A jumble sale. 

Thank you to all those parents/carers that donated items 

for the Easter disco (crisps, drinks and raffle prizes).  We 
raised £294.23. 

Governing Board  
 
Our Parent Governors are available throughout the aca-
demic year for parent/carers to contact.  You can do this 
via:  
 
info@ashgatecroft.derbyshire.sch.uk  
 
Please visit www.ashgatecroft.derbyshire.sch.uk for more 
information.  

Online Safety Day 2017  

Tuesday 7th February 2017 was online safety day; all pu-
pils attended an assembly that introduced the day. As a 

school we had an online safety mascot competition, each 
pupil was given a mascot to create or designed their own 

mascot. The winning mascot and some of the runners up 

are now the background on each computer, to remind 
everyone to stay safe when on the computer.  

http://www.ashgatecroft.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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As a school, we are working towards the Special Smiles 

Award. 
 

The Special Smiles award recognises that children in spe-
cial schools are particularly vulnerable and require addi-

tional support to prevent both gum disease and tooth 

decay to achieve better oral health.  
 

Special Smiles is an oral health programme that helps 
schools improve the oral health of their children.  

 

If you require any further information, do not hesitate to 
contact Julie Baddeley, who is our Oral Health Champion. 

Pupil Outstanding Achievement!  

 
Well done to Josie in Upper 4.  She is now swimming 

with buoyancy aids on her very own!  It is the first time 
she has swum with no adult support.  This was an amaz-

ing moment for Josie and all the class staff.  
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Upper 2  
 
As part of their community work, students in Upper 2 vis-
ited the Volunteer Centre in Chesterfield and decided to 
help a local charity.  After much research and discussion, 
we voted to support the RSPCA and chose to raise money 
by organising a coffee afternoon and a sponsored swim. 
 
During their Vocational lessons, pupils made cakes, 
scones, flapjacks and biscuits to sell at a coffee after-
noon. Staff agreed to provide coffee, tea, sugar and milk.  
Parents/carers attended the event on 6th February, which 
had a great turn -out.  A total of £42.80 was raisedð
Thank you! 
 
For the sponsored swim, Upper 2 drafted a letter which 
Joel Walker then wrote to send home to parents/carers, 
together with a sponsor form.  The sponsored swim took 
place during their lesson on 21st February.  All students  
swam to the best of their ability and completed as many 
lengths as they could manage.  A fantastic £261 was 
raised!   
 
Pupils and staff from Upper 2 wish to thank parents/
carers/staff who supported them in their fundraising 
events and also to The Welbeck Public House in Chester-
field who raised £80 from their customers.  
 
The total raised for the RSPCA was £495.85! 
 
Well done Upper 2! 

Upper School Easter Fayre  

 
Thanks to everyone who attended our Easter Fayre. It 

was a great success with lots of raffles, cakes and Easter 
crafts. We raised a massive £848.68. This year, as part 

of Upper departmentôs vocation curriculum, each class 

adopted the role of a business and competed against 
each other to see who could raise the most money. Up-

per 2 were the winning business, selling lots of yummy 
cakes and raising £182.80.  

 
Well done to everyone for working so hard.  

http://www.ashgatecroft.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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Magna Science Park  

 

Upper 1 visited Magna Science Park in Rotherham to 
learn all about Earth, Wind, Fire and Air.  The class had 
a great time, particularly when operating the JCB dig-
gers! 

 

Upper 3  

 
Students in upper 3 have participated in Tai Chi lessons 

with an instructor this term.  They have learnt moves 
and some breathing techniques.  They particularly en-

joyed using the boxing gloves and used them sensibly. 

 

Phone: (01246) 275111 
Fax: (01246) 556440 
E-mail:  
headteacher@ashgatecroft.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Day of Dance  
 
On Tuesday 14th March, 
dance teachers from 
Clare Sales School of 
Dance spent the day with 
us teaching our classes  
dance routines.  All of 
the pupils had great fun 
and some of the pupils 
even taught the staff 
some new moves! 
 
Primary ACES day  
 
On Thursday 30th March, the primary department had 
their ACES day (All Children Exercise Simultaneously).   
 
There was a range of activities for the pupils to try includ-
ing team building games, canoeing in the pool, orienteer-
ing, riding on a selection of bikes and climbing on the 
climbing tower.  We also had Chesterfield Football Club 
who organised a penalty shootout with Chester the 
Mouse!  Fortunately, as the day progressed the weather 
cheered up for us too!  
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